INDIVIDUAL-BASED MODELLING OF COEXISTING
CRYPTIC NEMATODE SPECIES
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Studies have suggested several possible mechanisms underlying the coexistence of
cryptic species, including differences in resource use or in tolerances to environmental
conditions. Recent experimental work has uncovered such coexistence in a community
of four cryptic nematode species. Important differences in functionality and stress
tolerance between the cryptic species were discovered, which are hypothesized to play
a role in their coexistence. Experimental work on this system is ongoing, and
mathematical modelling can be of important help in untangling the mechanisms
governing the dynamics of this system.
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